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asteroids Jupiter. Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune. Mercury is
the nearest planet to the sun, his distance from the central
orb being only fourteen millions of leagues, which, in astro-
nomy, is near neighbourhood. This planet revolves upon its
axis with the same rapidity as the earth. The day, in Mer-
cury, is only three minutes longer than ours (24h. 3ms.x
Being closer to the sun than the earth is, Mercury turns more
quickly round the sun, so that its year is only 88 days,
whereas ours is 365 days.

We know that the sole cause of the inequality of the
seasons, as well as 01 day and night in the planets, is the
inclination of the star on its axis of rotation. If the planets,
while revolving round the sun, retained the verticality of the
axis which joins these north and south poles, there would be
perfect equality in the distribution of the solar light and heat
over the same latitudes ; along each parallel there would be a
complete regularity in the lighting and warming of the planet ;
the differences of heat and cold would not depend on any-
thing but their greater or less distance from the sun. But
this verticality only exists for two or three planets of our
system. The others, and among them Mercury, Venus, the
Earth, and Mars, are strongly inclined on their axis of rotation.

They revolve in a bent position, as if they had received a
great blow on the shoulder, which had caused them to deviate
from their primitive and regular situation. From this there
results a very variable disposition of the duration of the
light, and consequently of the heat, which these inclined
planets receive from the horizontal rays of the solar star.